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Redistricting: A pricey affair for some in Congress

by Jimmy Vielkind

February 28, 2012

Several members of New York’s congressional delegation spent over $160,000 lobbying state officials related to the redistricting process, a Times Union analysis has found.

Rebecca Melnitsky, our awesome intern, combed through campaign contributions and lobbying filings to see just which members of New York’s delegation have been shelling out for protection as the boundaries of new districts, the number of which will drop from 29 to 27, are settled.

A draft of maps was supposed to be unveiled this week, but alas. Luckily: the Democratic Assembly Campaign Committee is holding yet another political fundraiser Tuesday night for, um, you know, people to come and talk about important issues relevant to the campaign committee with Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver. It’s being conveniently held in Washington, D.C.

Tickets start at just $500. (H/T Gannett.)

As the below chart indicates, several members of the delegation have found the time (and the money) to attend earlier fundraisers last year. This is less provably tied to redistricting — in fact, I have no direct proof it’s tied, but sometimes correlation is quite telling ya know? — than the lobbying money, which is explicitly tied to the process.

Here’s the spreadsheet:
http://www.editgrid.com/user/jvielkind/Congressional_Redistricting_Money 
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